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Dear Reader: 
 College. 

 What images sprung to mind? Did you see a throng of libraries, highlighters, bored students and 

their boring instructors? What about football, keg parties, lounges, and failing students? Did a stream of 

dollar bills rush past your eye by the trillions, as you felt yourself bleeding from the paper cuts that 

resulted from your pile of unpaid bills? College is a highly debated issue, as many are scrambling to fix its 

debt crisis and more are pondering the worth of going to college in the first place.  

This is fascinating stuff. If you’re not fascinated by the subject, you really should be, because I 

promise this is relevant to you in some way. Maybe you’re a grade school student who is bracing for the 

wild ride of higher education (or any of its equivalent paths, or forgoing it altogether). Perhaps you have 

been through college, and you have words of wisdom for our youth. Or, you could be a parent or 

prospective parent who wants only the very best for your child. College interests me because I fit into 

the first category, a high schooler with plans to maximize the benefits of her college and training 

experience while minimizing the resulting debt. 

In the making of this project, I realized three things. The first is the validity of the “back-door 

route,” in which a student takes core classes at a cheaper college and then transfers to a more advanced 

or specialized university, where s/he is more free to follow his/her passions. This method could save 

thousands of dollars, which is exactly why my brothers and I are doing it. The second is that adults are 

glorifying college way too much. Their kids (all children under their influence count as “their kids,” 

because it takes a village to raise a child) feel pressured to shoot themselves into college to please the 

important people in their lives. The third is that tuition is killing us. Individuals saddled with college 

tuition are metaphorically buried into a massive hole with a 300 pound weight strapped onto their 

backs, and their only way out is a slippery trail that is long, arduous, and dangerous. 

For my learning standards, I chose the following: 1.1.3, developing and refining a research 

question, which I have spent weeks doing when my initial topic was too broad; 1.1.5, evaluating 

information, which I have learned how to do via mastery of a new research skill called the CRAAP test; 

2.1.5, collaboration with others, which I have done by collecting opinions at Norcross High School’s 

college fair and getting others’ creative input regarding the artistic portions of my projects; and 4.1.5, 

connecting ideas to interests and previous knowledge, which was demonstrated in the fact that I chose 

a strongly debated topic that is very relevant to me. This project has shown me that I lack a few 

important time management skills, though I am a perseverant worker who does not like to waste time. 

My work and the time spent on it reflects that I highly value getting the job done. 

      Anyways, hope you enjoy. –Sarah Churvis 

 
 



4 
 

4 
 

Multigenre Element 1 Product: PaperPoint 
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Multigenre Element 1 Notes 
 The “PaperPoint” that I created is a detailed summary and commentary of 

Clarence Britten’s essay, “School and College Life.” All text typed in the Comic 

Sans font are direct quotes from the essay, and any statements regarding the 

cost-effectiveness of the “back-door route” have been reasoned using 

miscellaneous information from the website careercruising.com. Britten’s key 

arguments against the college system are as follows: Americans see higher 

education as a manifest destiny, college students do the minimum amount of 

work required to pass their classes instead of getting A’s or training towards their 

passions, and students place fun much higher on their priority list than studying. I 

support his statements with the ideas stated in Andrew Rossi’s documentary 

called “Ivory Tower,” an informative pamphlet written by Dale Stephens, and 

observation of student opinions at Norcross High School. For example, when 

Britten makes note of the college students’ tendency to do as little work as they 

can get away with, I connect his statement to Rossi’s observation of the “build-

off” between universities. The purpose of this build-off is to attract out-of-state 

students to the frivolous privileges of recreational centers, but the unintended 

effect is that students spend more time at these centers than they do actually 

studying (36% of all college students study less than 5 hours per week, 50% 

reported that they had no classes in which they wrote more than 20 pages of 

notes for the whole semester (Ivory Tower)). 

 Britten’s arguments for going to college include the following: college is an 

identifying experience, students can gain skills from college, and there are ways of 

getting around financial problems. I supported his claim that college is an 

identifying experience by drawing attention to Amira’s testimony. Amira stated 

that going to an all-black women’s college allowed her to forge an identity more 

complete than simply “the black girl” (Ivory Tower) 

 I chose this medium because it seemed like the best way to draw attention 

to the concept of introducing the issue of American college to an 

unknowledgeable third party. The information I chose to include in the project 

connects students’ current opinions of college to facts and opinions found long 

ago. 
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Multigenre Element 2 Product: College 

Collage 
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Multigenre Element 2 Notes 
The surrealist collage I made features a backdrop of lush, green mountains 

and flying objects. In the foreground, the seven dwarves from Snow White are 

forming an amateur cheerleader-style human pyramid, with Dopey on the top in a 

triumphant stance. The land on which the dwarves stand is dry and mostly barren. 

Dopey is holding a large bag of money in his hand, and an image of a head 

thinking about money is superimposed on his face to conceal his otherwise happy 

expression. 

The human pyramid of dwarves represents the struggle of students who 

are being forced to pay college tuition and fees as a “release valve” to 

compensate for the debt faced by their college as a result of decreased state 

funding (Ivory Tower). The lush, green mountains in the distance represent the 

more fruitful training and career paths that Dopey could’ve taken. His face is 

concealed by the money head so that the viewer could interpret the 

disillusionment Dopey experiences when he realizes he had wasted lots of money 

on an educational path that wasn’t right for him, much like the students 

interviewed in Ivory Tower. The birds represent distant freedoms that Dopey can’t 

experience because his student debt is “like a prison sentence,” and the ominous 

H-shaped aircraft represents the fact that the looming student debt (over 36 

million affected, total debt exceeding $1 trillion as of 2012) “could have 

potentially crippling ramifications for the US economy” (Student Debt: Your 

Threat). Dopey is throwing money in the air along with is graduation cap to 

represent the money he sacrificed to graduate. 

I chose this medium because surrealist collages are, as I have learned two 

years ago in 2-D art where I had a similar assignment, very effective in conveying 

symbolic meaning. I also had a plethora of unused magazines at home, which 

would’ve gone to waste had I not used them in this product. 

Image attribution: The pictures used to create this product came from 

random magazines such as Consumer Reports, Psychology Today, Game Informer, 

National Geographic, and Southern Living. 

Physics connection: The arrangement of the objects thrown by Dopey 

demonstrates my knowledge of projectile motion. 
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Multigenre Product #3: Short Magazine 

Article 
 It’s the latest trend among our young people. It’s 

extremely risky, everyone feels an obligation to do it at some 

point, and our youth is receiving atrocious amounts of peer 

pressure to do it. It’s been around for centuries and is used 

around the world for many good things, but only now has it 

become one of America’s greatest ailments. 

 I’m not talking about a drug or recreational device here, folks. I’m talking about the wolf 

in sheep’s clothes that is the college system. 

Everyone goes to college, you might be thinking. It’s a rite of passage 

in American society, it provides us with knowledge and credentials that unlock 

doors to future opportunities, and if you play your cards right, it just may teach 

you a thing or two about life itself. So what the heck makes it so dangerous?  

Tuition. 

Tuition, viewed by school officials as a “release valve” from 

waning government funding (Ivory Tower) and viewed by students as 

an inescapable “prison sentence” (Student Debt: Your Threat), is the 

price you pay to be instructed at a learning institution – and is 

sometimes tens of thousands of dollars. Tens of thousands of dollars? 

Sounds pretty nasty. How do people pay all of that? They borrow. Think 

of your debt as a petri dish of germs, and your income as an antibiotic. 

Interest rates on loans are particularly dangerous because they make 

debt grow like kudzu, but many people borrow anyway. This is why a 

great number of students are “saddled with [their debt] as long as 

[they] make twice as much money as [they already make]” (Student 
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Debt: Your Threat). Those are some strong germs. Why aren’t our 

children worried about getting sick? 

 They’re more worried about their standing in the world. See, 

they’ve been reared their whole lives that college is the way to go, so 

lots of middle and high schoolers are headed for college no matter 

what (Churvis B., Sarah). Also, children are more likely to grant 

authority to adults if they have been to college, so they themselves 

believe that they need a college degree to be listened to. 

 Okay. So these kids go to college, graduate, and then what? 

Basically nothing. Your kid may be free from college, but not from the 

aforementioned prison sentence. Student loans can’t be exonerated by 

requesting forbearance or declaring bankruptcy like most other 

consumer loans can, and the constant shouldering of debt can bear 

down on one’s ability to accomplish major life goals, such as buying a 

house or starting a family. 

 Pleeeease. That’s no problem! The kiddos can go into any career 

that requires a college degree, and graduates get paid higher! If you’re 

one of the lucky ones. From 1970 to 2012, the percentage of taxi 

drivers who had a college degree rose from 1 to 15. “Today,” as Lauren 

F. Friedman puts it, “having a B.A. is less about obtaining access to 

managerial and technology positions and more about beating out less 

educated workers for the barista or clerical job.” 
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Triumphant graduate celebrates the money he saved 

from following the career path best for him. Original 

image. 
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 US History connection: The Manifest Destiny, 

meaning clear or obvious fate, was a 19th century 

belief that expanding westward through Native 

territory was inevitable, mandated by God, and 

necessary for developing the nation. Whole families 

left their homes and headed west through the 

Oregon Trail. Many people died of minor diseases 

and infections such as diarrhea, travelers were 

susceptible to thieves and poor weather claiming 

their belongings, and tension between whites and 

Native Americans grew. The few who made it to 

Oregon were relatively happy with their 

surroundings, but couldn’t help but think of what 

they lost along the way. Think long and hard before 

sending your kid on that journey. 
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Multigenre Element 3 Notes 
 In this article, I addressed the issue of tuition and how it affects students’ 

decisions on higher education. The product reflects my understanding of the 

issue, ability to interpret factual data and deliver it in a creative way, and 

competence in citing sources. 

 I chose this article after hours and hours of flipping through magazines for 

element 2 and getting distracted with interesting articles. This changed my mind 

from writing an essay to an article. The creative liberty of writing an article as 

opposed to an essay gave me the freedom to organize the text in a pleasing and 

understandable visual scheme using different fonts and sizes. 
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Appendix 
 I started my mindmapping process with lots of ideas. I had ambitious plans 

to deeply discuss all aspects of college. Student debt, college equivalents, our 

youth’s plans for the future, and efforts to fix the system would have all been 

included. Then, I began to mindmap. I wrote my basic ideas down on a large piece 

of paper and expressed that they were going to be connected to an emotional 

theme. I thought it would all work out even though it would require lots of work, 

but my teachers told me that I had to make my topic much narrower. Though I 

struggled with this, I eventually decided to only study tuition. I still used parts of 

my mindmap, even though I had significantly changed my research question. 
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