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To Hell and Back 

 I’ve never been the type of person to venture out of my comfort zone. Some 

may even say I’m a bit paranoid, always on red alert, and I can’t say I disagree; I 

like taking precautions to avoid running into any trouble. I look both ways before 

crossing the street, I chew my food for longer than what may be deemed normal to 

avoid choking…maybe it’s a bit too much, but I say you can never be too careful. I 

look before I leap. So it was just my luck, or lack thereof, that I would stroll into a 

place not at all meant for the likes of my kind.  

 One lazy Sunday afternoon, I’d been skimming through online news articles, 

such is modern technology, when a curious title caught my eye. “Man’s Illicit 

Million Dollar Business Comes to a Screeching Halt”. Huh. I dragged my cursor 

over the link and clicked, not expecting much, knowing full well how typical it is 

nowadays for people to use shock value to attract the attention of the masses.  

 As a prelude to the actual story, the article contained a bit of information 

regarding the “deep web”, which is apparently the part of the internet unbeknownst 

to the common man, with the surface net, or the everyday websites people browse 

being the proverbial tip of the iceberg. Reading on, I’d discovered the key aspect 

that allowed the poor sap to run his once very successful drugs industry: 

anonymity. The mistake the manager of this online marketplace had made, 

however, was being foolish enough to disclose very personal information on the 

database, leading to his arrest. Ha! I scoffed. I would never be so impudent—not 

that I was thinking about accessing the deep web. No, I have no reason to, so I 

won’t. Simple. If only I’d have kept it at that.  

 I went to bed that night, slept soundly, and started the next morning off as I 

always do. However, I was still deeply intrigued by the ever elusive deep web. 



What else could there be? What else could it offer? Why not find out for myself? It 

can’t be that bad, it’s just an extension of the internet after all. 

 After a couple minutes of researching how to access the deep web, I’d 

managed to get Tor, or the Onion Router, which is akin to firefox or google 

chrome, up and running on my computer. Surprisingly simple to download, I was 

puzzled as to why EVERYBODY didn’t just use the deep web; after all, there’s 

supposedly zero censorship, and people are free to do as they please…I suppose 

that can either be good or bad depending on how you look at it.  

 I was ready to begin my little voyage into the great unknown. I was feeling 

wary, the kind of nervousness that always prefaces doing what you’ve never done 

before, having no idea what to expect, but it wasn’t as though I were quaking in 

my shoes. And yet…am I sure this is legal? I’m not doing anything wrong. I’ll go 

in and come right back out. My finger hovered over the mouse, while I deliberated 

over my decision one last time. Curiosity killed the cat, a voice warned. I chewed 

my bottom lip.  

“But satisfaction brought it back.” I murmured under my breath.  

 One click and I’d gotten through. I figured the best place to start “exploring” 

would be the Hidden Wiki, as it was allegedly most popular and most commonly 

used by “beginners”, at least from what I had gathered from that news article. On 

the page were headings with various sites listed below them, it really did resemble 

Wikipedia, and brief descriptions of what those sites had to offer. The drugs 

marketplaces came as no surprise, but what’s this? Assassination market? Buttery 

bootlegging? I knew people weren’t trying to sell Girl Scout cookies, but I didn’t 

know they’d be doing this. Okay, I thought. I guess that’s it, I’ll only be a couple 

more minutes, and then I’ll— 



4 hours.  

 4 hours of my life came and went in that horrid place. I couldn’t stop. It was 

maddening, but something kept willing me to go forward. I was morbidly curious. 

It was like watching a horror movie, knowing you don’t want to see what’s coming 

but peeking through your fingers nonetheless. How? How can people be so…vile? 

One wrong click and I was met with…explicit content…of children. And I 

couldn’t get away from it; it was EVERYWHERE. I was thoroughly disturbed. 

There were, in fact, articles detailing how to kidnap children, how to lure them in, 

what the best methods are on how to bind them, etc. The worst part was, the people 

on the forums that talked about child pornography were so…so 

CONVERSATIONAL. So CASUAL. As if they were having a friendly chat about 

the weather.  

 At one point I’d found a website that claimed the founders were working on 

human experimentation. Scientists and trained doctors, all in one place, working 

together to experiment with starvation, drugs, infant tolerance to various things. 

The people they utilized were homeless, unregistered citizens, people who could 

mysteriously disappear without anybody in the general public batting an eye.  

 There was also a black market for drugs of every kind known to man, 

weapons, organs, and more. There were step-by-step guides on how to make 

bombs, some almost similar to Wiki How-To guides you can find on the surface 

web. TONS of illegal trading, if I didn’t already make that clear. There’s also 

trafficking of women and children; the difference between society and the deep 

web in terms of illegal activity is that people are less discrete with their motives on 

this medium.  



 If the illegal trading and sketchy content weren’t enough, I’d also discovered 

a website that allowed you to hire a hit man, which is what I assume the 

Assassination Marketplace advertised on the Hidden Wiki was meant for. The 

amount of money people asked for in order to carry out assassination of individuals 

depended on the social standing of the person; people higher up the social ladder, 

such as celebrities, government officials, the president of the U.S. himself, all 

required more money than someone not as affluent and well-known. In this world, 

human lives did have a price, and not everybody is created equal.  

 The list of heinous things people do on the deep web can perhaps go on and 

on. At the 4 hour mark, however, I firmly decided enough was enough. I reached 

my limit. I uninstalled Tor, shut off my laptop, and pushed it away from me in 

disgust. I felt filthy. I felt…fear. It was horrifying, but it was reality. This is what 

people get up to when their identities are hidden and they have nothing to lose. 

This showed me what would happen if there weren’t any rules, laws, any external 

restraints to keep people from acting out their worst fantasies.  

 I’d lost my appetite for a couple days. I had become disillusioned. Seeing 

this side of humanity put into perspective made me question the integrity of 

everybody, even those I called friends. Needless to say, I’ve probably become that 

much more paranoid. I see the world in a different light. I’m less trusting, whether 

for better or for worse, I don’t know. The fact of the matter is, not everybody out 

there is who they say they are. Of course I knew this before, but this experience 

has made that fact every bit clearer. I am afraid of the world. My home is my 

refuge from the horror that awaits me out in the “real” world.   

 I keep my blinds closed. I keep my doors locked.  

 



Element 1: Story 

 My first product is a story told in the perspective of somebody who learned 

of the deep web through an online news article. Upon reading the article, the 

person is overtaken by curiosity and installs Tor, which is a browser similar to 

Firefox or Google chrome (“The Ultimate Guide to the Invisible Web”). Once 

installed, the person now has the ability to enter the hidden web which they 

inevitably spend 4 hours on. On the web are sites that sell drugs, weapons, illegal 

documents, and even a site that offers hit man services (Grossman). Traumatized, 

the individual uninstalls Tor, left with a feeling of horror and disgust at what he 

had found.  

A story about the experience of an individual who has accessed the deep web gives 

the reader an inside look into the different illegal websites available on the web 

through a “firsthand” account. Writing as though I were someone who had been on 

the hidden web made me analyze the information I gathered through research 

critically and allowed me to convey the sort of emotions that person would feel if 

in that situation. I had to utilize my sources that talked about exactly what could be 

found on the deep web, such as sources mentioning the availability of all sorts of 

drugs, weapons, illegal documents, etc., and talked about them in such a way so as 

to seem as though the experience was authentic. 

 

"The Ultimate Guide to the Invisible Web." Oedb.org. N.p., 11 Nov. 2013. Web. 9 Oct. 2014. 

Grossman, Lev, Jay Newton-Small, Jessica Roy, and Laura Stampler. "The Deep Web." 

Academic Search Complete. EBSCO, 11 Nov. 2013. Web. 9 Oct. 2014. 
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Man’s Illicit Million Dollar Business Comes to a Screeching Halt 

The deep web is estimated to be about 400-500 

times larger than the surface web, and contains 

7500 terabytes of information, as opposed to 

nineteen terabytes of information on the regular 

web. 

The “deep web”, so called because of 

the sheer amount of information it 

contains, has been garnering more 

and more attention in the past couple 

of years. Orriginally discovered and 

funded by the government, and in 

fact still funded by the government 

today, the deep web is a valuable 

place for those who wish to roam the 

internet completely free of worry, as 

an attractive aspect of the deep web 

is the fact that users are completely 

anonymous here.  

The deep web, before we go any 

further, is simply the “hidden” part of 

the internet. But what makes it so? 

Pages that aren’t 

hyperlinked are untraceable 

through conventional search 

methods.  

Pages that lack links from 

other pages remain invisible, 

however they’re not lost to 

the void. They can be 

accessed via the deep web, 

which contains an incredible 

97.97%  of the internet.  

“…an attractive aspect of the deep web is the fact that users 

are completely anonymous here.” 

 It was through the  deep web that one Jeve Stobs was able to carry out illegal transactions with his clients for a period of 5-7 

years, during which time he’d managed to secure millions of dollars through his business. With the promise of absolute 

anonymity and minimal threat of being caught, the deep web was the perfect place for Stobs to plant the seeds for his now well 

reocgnized drugs marketplace. Stobs, however, was not careful to proceed with caution on the web, as he’d left sufficient 

evidence of his presence on the plateform, which helped police organize the data they’d gathered to piece together who the 

individual was behind this bustling marketplace.  After months of investigation, police apprehended and arrested Stobs at 

approximately 7 pm on a Sunday afternoon, just outside his place of residence. 

Stobs’ sentence is yet to be announced. Police are still looking into the possibility of Stobs having had accomplices who’ve 

helped him to manage his marketplace.  

This isn’t the first and last time authorities have found criminals through the hidden web. Several “criminal hangouts” are said 

to be on the deep web, and arrests of a similar nature have been made in the past, all having to do with individuals selling drugs 

with the help of Bitcoin, a digital currency, and the most preferred medium of exchange on the deep web, that is used in place of 

regular money for making purchases.  

Stobs’ page on the deep web 

was much like any regular 

online store, wherein the 

customer could easily find 

what he was looking for 

through an alphabetically 

organized directory, or 

through using the convenient 

search bar located at the top 

of the page. 

Customers could also give 

the items they purchased a 

rating from 1-5 stars, and 

could leave feedback in the 

comments section of the site.  

 



Element 2: News story 

 My second product is supposed to be the news article that the person in my 

story (element 1) had talked about reading, which had been the initial spark that 

had gotten him interested in accessing the deep web. In the news article, it’s found 

that a man who used to run a drugs industry on the deep web for years has finally 

been caught and arrested. Before getting into the specifics of this completely 

fictional man’s arrest, the news article begins by explaining a little about what the 

deep web actually is. It talks about the anonymity factor using the hidden web and 

why the hidden web is “hidden” at all. The article explains how content that isn’t 

hyperlinked goes unnoticed and doesn’t get included in the results page when a 

person searches for a certain topic, but can still be found on the deep web. It also 

brings up the size of the deep web, and how it’s “400-500” times larger than the 

surface web (Kapoor). The rest of the article discusses the setting and 

characteristics of the “arrest”, and also describes the man’s drugs marketplace 

before it got shut down. 

 The news article gives the story I used as my first element another 

dimension by providing details regarding the deep web itself. It allowed me to shed 

light on why the deep web is so commonly used as a place to carry out crime. Two 

aspects that I wanted to point out about the hidden web that make it so alluring to 

people that use it for illegal purposes are that individuals are anonymous there, and 

that the deep web is just that, deep. This makes it highly difficult for, say, the FBI 

to track somebody down if they were partaking in illegal activity. I was able to 

give one example of how criminals use the deep web, and also show how 

successful people can be.  

Works Cited 

Kapoor, Mayank, Sujoy Chakravarti, and Gurjant S. Sadhra. "The Dark and Mysterious - Deep 

Web." PenTest Magazine 15 May 2014: n. pag. Web. 9 Oct. 2014 

Images used 
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Element 3: Poster 

 For my last product I created a “poster” of sorts. The poster board itself is 

painted different shades of blue, the lightest shade on top and the darkest shade on 

the bottom, so as to resemble an ocean. Near the top are pictures of logos of 

websites that are predominately accessed on the surface web, whereas the pictures 

below are of logos of websites and different items that can be purchased on the 

deep web, such as weapons, fake passports, etc. (Falconer) 

 I chose to do a poster to give people a visual analogy of what the deep web 

is like. On the surface web, the sites you can browse aren’t too out of the ordinary. 

Likewise, in the ocean, just below the water, are species of fish and other marine 

animals that you’re used to seeing, and that you believe to be “normal”. However, 

the deeper you go in the ocean, the stranger and more exotic looking the animals 

get. They look more peculiar and threatening in appearance, not like anything 

you’ve seen before. This almost perfectly captures the difference between the 

surface web and deep web, in that on the deep web, strange content is more readily 

available and easier to come by than on the World Wide Web.  

Works Cited 

Falconer, Joel. "Mail-order Drugs, Hitmen & Child Porn: A Journey into the Dark Corners of the 

Deep Web." Thenextweb.com. N.p., 8 Oct. 2012. Web. 9 Oct. 2014. 

Images used 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/multiple-guns-
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http://www.fotosearch.com/CSP009/k0098125/ 

http://www.fotosearch.com/CSP994/k16237160/ 

http://wall.alphacoders.com/big.php?i=373882 

http://www.fotosearch.com/CSP327/k3274916/ 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/passport-and-social-security-card-

3397061?st=5365a45 
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Dear reader, 

 This project was a great way for me to get to learn more about a subject I 

had genuine interest in but had never taken the time to properly do research on—

the deep web. Before beginning my project, I knew that 1) the deep web is big; 2) 

deep web content is hidden, and 3) it’s notorious for illegal activity. To me, this 

begged the question, why? Why is it that you can’t access deep web content 

through standard measures? And what kind of “illegal activity” did people get up 

to? These are the questions I kept in mind as I went about researching my topic. I 

learned about the deep web when I came across a story on tumblr.com that featured 

the “dark net”; because of how sinister it sounded, I became curious. I assumed it 

wasn’t “real” until a google search conjured up thousands of results. I thought, 

huh, so this magical place does in fact exist.  

 The reason searches on google aren’t as all-encompassing as one would 

believe is because some sites go undetected by “spiders”, or “internet crawlers”. 

Simply put, they’re “robots” that read millions of sites that have to do with a given 

topic, but unless a site is hyperlinked, they won’t be able to find it. This leaves a 

huge part of the internet invisible to the average person who uses the “surface 

web”, as some call it. To view the deep web, one can easily download Tor, an 

anonymous internet browser. Being that the deep web is anonymous, it’s expected 

that some people would use it for doing things they wouldn’t do on the regular net, 

although that may be an understatement; the deep web, if you look in the right 

places, has very disturbing content. Black market activity, human trafficking, even 

human experimentation are all very real, and they all exist on the deep web. There 

are sites that allow you to hire hit men, purchase weapons, show you how to create 

bombs, the list goes on. One thing I found sickening/shocking was that nearly 

every website I’d visited that talked about the deep web mentioned how child 

pornography is very easily accessible here. One of my sources called the deep web 

a “sin city”, and I can now understand why. 

 My main purpose in investigating the sort of illegal activity that takes place 

on the deep web was originally to inform/shock people. However, I began 

seriously thinking about it, and it occurred to me that the deep web is essentially a 

world where laws don’t govern people. There’s no censorship, no FBI to worry 

about; people are anonymous, and completely free. My topic matters because this 



gives us serious insight into the human psych; this shows us that, in a world where 

there are no rules or authority figures to enforce those rules, people can be twisted. 

People can be cruel. People can do terrible things, simply because they can. It’s not 

as if that isn’t already the way the world works, but some people hold back 

because of the consequences they’d face if they were to follow what THEY 

believed was right. It makes you wonder, would society be able to function without 

a government overseeing it? What would happen if laws were eradicated 

completely? Would the deep web be reality?  

 One of my learning targets was to be able to “use prior and background 

knowledge as context for new learning”. I think I’ve proved my ability to do so, 

especially through my story/news article. Formerly, I already had a gist of what the 

deep web is—I knew the deep web was anonymous, and I knew it was big, and I 

knew people were doing “unholy” things there. I was able to narrow my focus 

quicker with what I knew, and finding relevant/accurate articles was easier than it 

would have otherwise been. In my news story, for example, I emphasized the fact 

that the deep web conceals the identities of individuals and that it contains a 

colossal amount of data. These were two of the biggest commonalities I saw 

among sites describing the hidden web, so I modeled my article closely after what I 

had found myself. My second learning target was: “organize knowledge so that it 

is useful”. I believe I demonstrated this best with my poster. I included all the 

major components of the surface web and deep web and put them on display in a 

format that would allow anybody to make the comparison between the ocean and 

the World Wide Web and the hidden web. My last learning target: “use strategies 

to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to curricular areas, 

real-world situations, and further investigations”. With my story, I had to act as 

though I had accessed the deep web myself, which required making assumptions 

off of the sources I had that told me what the deep web contained, in order to 

precisely portray the role of someone who has, in fact, visited the many dark 

corners of the hidden web.  

 Through this project, I learned that it’s easier to do research on a narrowed 

topic in a broad field, than it is to do research on a broad theme itself; I used to 

believe in the contrary. If I’d made my project on the deep web itself, I would’ve 

had too much to say and no idea what to include and what not to include. However, 

narrowing my topic down to “illegal activity on the deep web” helped me to better 



organize the information I collected and figure out what was relevant and what 

wasn’t. I think I picked my sources wisely. The few sources I used helped me 

tremendously in putting my products together, and I relied solely upon them to 

complete my project. Questions that I still have about my topic are: are there cases 

where the deep web has helped to facilitate changes in society? How are people 

making a POSITIVE impact on the world with the help of the deep web? If I were 

to do this project again, those questions would be my focus. As a learner, my 

project shows that I learn best when I can apply things I learn to real life, and that I 

remember things best with analogies. As a researcher, my project shows that I 

usually tend to pay more attention to information that strikes me as bizarre, and dig 

deeper according to those oddities that I find while doing research.  

Overall, this project helped me to further my understanding of not only my topic 

but also myself in terms of how I learn best.  

         Promy Islam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mind Mapping Process 

With my mind map, I chose to make a “web”, and grouped information according 

to the sources they came from. I later grouped facts that fell under a certain theme; 

for example, when two sources mentioned information regarding the depth of the 

hidden web, I drew a line connecting them to each other, and also to another 

bubble I made which read “big”. Doing so helped me to get the big picture and find 

what characteristics of the deep web were most important to know. In the end, I’d 

realized that all the sources I found shared facts about these three themes: 

anonymity, size, and illegal activity. With my mind map I realized that I didn’t 

know what MADE the deep web anonymous; I knew that it just was, and that was 

it. Even though I found my answer later on, it took a lot of reading, and I was still 

unsatisfied. Mind mapping helped me to decide on a topic by allowing me to assess 

what I found most interesting and narrow my topic accordingly; in this case, I 

wanted to learn more about illegal activity on the deep web, so that became my 

topic. 
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