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Dear Reader Letter 

Dear Reader, 

In every art class I have ever taken, modern art has been a subject of praise and, and 

considered to be of the same, if not higher quality, the traditional art pieces. I always disagreed, 

and was made to think that I was alone in my views. When I began researching for this project 

however, I found many people, and artists even, that share my opinion of modern art, which is 

basically that is sucks. 

 To clearly define my subject, I am addressing modern art as a genre, not necessarily a time 

period. In the “modern” time period as related to art (roughly from the 1860’s to present day), 

there is one style of art that overshadows the others. This is nonobjective and abstract art. For a 

work of art to be nonobjective, it has no specific subject matter. In other words, it portrays an 

idea rather than an object or a scene, and is completely out of the artists head, with no reference. 

Abstract art portrays real life, but with altered, simplified, or exaggerated details to which there 

are many degrees. Within these two broad categories, there are many subgenres, and as people 

continue to create new and different things, even more categories are necessary to encompass them 

all. 

 The part of modern art that does not sit well with me is the general decline in quality in 

the transition from traditional art. As a piece of art becomes more about feeling, it becomes less 

about quality. In other cases, such as the genre of minimalism, the art becomes about nothing at all. 

I am not saying that modern art deserves no credit, as (most of) it is still indeed art; I just think 

that it gets too much positive attention for what it is. It generally takes less time, and is easier to 

create than the detailed style of traditional art, and is not worth the millions of dollars that some 

are willing to pay for it. The existence of modern art has altered the art industry and the focus of 

intention and praise away from many talented artists simply because their art is more realistic, and 

conveys actual subject matter. 
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 The learning standards I focused on in my research were the developing of questions for new 

and different understandings of research; investigating the answers to those questions beyond the 

surface layer of facts; and respecting the large variety of viewpoints on my topic. I chose these 

because the nature of my topic is mostly based on opinion, so any questions cannot be answered by 

facts alone, and there are an infinite number of different viewpoints to be seen. I have learned from 

this project that there are many people who feel the same way I do, and not quite as many people 

who don’t, yet still enough opposition to create a valid argument. I would like to learn more about 

the thoughts of the actual artists that create the modern works of art I cannot seem to appreciate, 

and the many talented artists being made invisible by them, but overall I feel that my research was 

thorough and complete for its intended purpose. 

Sincerely, 

Cate Schall 
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Product 1: Analyses of Famous Paintings 

Ophelia 

Ophelia is an oil painting by John Millais, and just happens to be my favorite painting. It depicts a girl 

in a white dress floating in a river, dead, surrounded by flowers and greenery. It represents the death of 

Shakespeare’s character, Ophelia, from Hamlet. The level of detail in the painting is absolutely incredible, 

making it very life-like. I could look at it for hours, seeing things I haven’t seen before, and noticing new 

details that make the painting even more interesting. In a study by London’s Daily Mail, Spent an average of one 

full minute looking at the painting, though one fan spent half an hour (Dobrzynski, Judith). 

 

 

J.E.Millais / Ophelia Millais, John Everett 1829-1896. 'Ophelia', 1852. (After Shakespeare, Hamlet). Oil on 

canvas, 76.2 x 111.8cm. London, Tate Gallery. 
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Woman V 

Willem de Kooning was an abstract expressionist painter; Woman V is one of his more famous paintings. It 

depicts a woman sitting in a chair, but is extremely abstracted, and by the name of the genre, is meant to 

express more than portray. It is meant to be “interesting” rather than pretty, but in my eyes it is not far from 

just plain ugly. 

 

 

Willem de Kooning, Woman V (1952–53), National Gallery of Australia 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery_of_Australia
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Analyses Notes 
  

These two paintings represent one of the most extreme differences in traditional versus modern art, 

Ophelia is purposefully to be beautiful, uses incredible detail, and is extremely lifelike and realistic. Even 

though the subject matter is obvious, it still makes the viewer think about its meaning, and what may have 

happened.  Woman V, on the other hand, contains no intention of aesthetic quality. The subject matter is highly 

debatable, and only clarified by the title, without which it would not be clear that the painting is of a woman. It 

does not draw my eye, as a painting should, but turns it away, almost out of disgust. 
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Product 2: Dance Videos 

 

 

 

Please go to http://bit.ly/1w5lM8m to view my video. 

http://bit.ly/1FTCgj7 video 2  

http://bit.ly/1w5lM8m
http://bit.ly/1FTCgj7
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Dance notes 

Art is not limited to painting, so I decided to include an additional genre of art that most wouldn’t think 

of: dance. As in every other art form, there are many kinds of dance. The most traditional, is the sense of this 

project, is ballet. It is meant to be very aesthetically pleasing, and the technique is strict and extremely 

detailed. Some forms of modern and contemporary dance, I find to very closely resemble nonobjective art. They 

are techniques based on how the movement feels, rather than how it looks. It has the potential to be interesting, 

and sometimes is, but when it gets to point of losing all aesthetic quality it can become grotesque.  

One dance company that I believe has reached this point is gloATL*, a modern/contemporary company 

based in Atlanta. One of glo’s dancers is a teacher of mine, so I have experienced their techniques (and lack 

thereof), and theories firsthand in a classroom setting, and observed the balance of interesting and too much.  

I have included in my project 2 short videos from my modern class, in which the teacher is teaching and 

explaining an interesting combination, not quite of the grotesque quality she occasionally uses, but completely 

without technique, and based solely on movement. Unlike paintings of the modern style, this form of dance is by 

no means easy; it can actually be very difficult. I just don’t feel that the product is always worth the effort 

that goes into it. 
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Product 3: Original Paintings 
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Painting notes 

Artwork is the life of my topic; therefore it is the best way to bring my topic to life. By creating my 

own artwork in addition to referencing works of renowned artists, my project demonstrates a more complete 

understanding of the research I have done. I have created art of modern and traditional styles: realistic, to 

represent traditional and nonobjective, to represent modern (K, Sylvia). My traditional works are both 

paintings; one portrait, and one landscape. For modern, I have one nonobjective painting, and one abstract 

expressionist drawing (my least favorite genre).  

 

 K, Sylvia. "The Creative Corner." : Traditional Art vs. Modern Art. The Creative Corner, 1 Mar. 2013. 

Web. 30 Oct. 2014. 
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Mind map 

 

  I new almost exactly what I wanted my project to be before I began my mind map. It simply helped me 

to add more organization to my thoughts and ideas, and to find concrete examples to represent my ideas, and to 

develop more specific questions, and to answer them. What I have found is that modern art is popular because of 

its critics, but has little true audience. 
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